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| Love to Read Batman 
especially foryou. > 

The latest Batman movie 
so this month’s issue of IL 
Batman is dedicated to Batm 
However, in future issues you will nc 
only be able to read about Batmar 
the Dark Knight, but you will get to 
meet and enjoy adventures with some 
of DC Comics’ other super heroes 
including Superman, Wonder Woman, 


the Flash, the Atom and Green Lantern 3 


to name but a few. Find ouf more 
about these super 
heroes at the back 
of this issue. 
Meanwhile sit 
back and enjoy 
your first issue 
of I Love to 
Read Batman 
and don't 
forget your 
pencil as 
you'll need it 
for the great 
pull-out 
workbook 
section. 
Until next 
time... 


| LOVE TO READ - BATMAN is published by THE REDAN Co. Lid., 139 King Street, London W6 9JG, 
under license from DC COMICS, a division of Warner Bros.- a Time Warner Entertainment 
company, All titles, characters, and related indicia are trademarks of DC Comics © 1995. All 
Rights Reserved. | LOVE TO READ logo is a trademark and copyright © 1994 The Redan Co., 
Lid. Printed in UK. Distributed by MMC. 
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5 BAl TRAP 


The Dark Knight faces one of 
his deadliest enemies, the Joker, 
in this exciting comic sirip story. 


7 COMPETITION 


Try your chances at winning a 
fabulous Hasbro Batmobile and 
Batman figures. 


& CRIME REPORT 


Read about Detective Monioya’s 
encounter with the Dark Knighi. 


Save this great picture poster of 
your favourite heroes and villains 
and put it on your wall. 


13 PULL-OUT ACTIVITIES 


Eight pages packed with puzzles 
and games for you to play. 


25 HERO FILE 


Find out about Batman's 
secret history. 


95 SECRET ORIGIN OF THE BATMAN 


How did Bruce Wayne become 
Batman? Read all about it in this 
six-page comic strip story. 


—= 


DRIVING, 
SBATMAN! 


ag <=N 
: SN 


Seeing nothing 
outside, they ventured 


A Joker mask hid the robotic 

workings of the dummy's head. 

Soon, more strange creations 
stepped out of the dark. 


“DMT TRAD] 


Barn 


2 LI - 
= strange lights had been 
seen in the sky above a 
disused fairground on the 
outskirts of Gotham City. 
Batman and Robin had been 
called in to investigate... 


A figure lunged from the 
shadows. Batman reacted 
instantly. His fist hit metal... 


The Batcomputer accessed 
the records of a toy importer 
- the masks had been 
delivered the previous day... 


Powering the Batmobile, 

Batman felt uneasy. The Joker 

had been one step ahead 
of him all the time... 


The villain then spoke into his mike. 
“Good evening, Gotham - welcome 
to Joker TV! I’ve jammed all 
networks...” 


prime time crime...” the =~ 
Joker laughed, “...if Il just kil 


..FOR A SPECIAL 
TRANSMISSION! 


“Batman's going to 
blow it when he 
crosses that bridge,” 
cackled the villain. 


The Joker was hysterical. “At last,} | Batman had been 
I've iced Batman and it was on driving the Batmobile 
Live TV! Ha, Ha!” But Robin was by remote control 
not dismayed... when it blew up 

and soon he came 


swinging into the 
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The henchmen were no match for the Dark Knight. The Joker, stunned to see 
Batman alive, was an easy target for Robin who had worked out Batman’s plan. 


“| Knew you’d give me a sign.” said 
Robin. “The skid into the wall showed DRIVING IS MUCH 


me that it wasn’t you driving...” TOO ico FOR 
THAT..! 
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BATMAN, ROBIN OR VILLAIN esas 
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Gotham City Police 
Department 


CRIME REPORT 


File Number: GC/1801 -3653651 
Filing Officer: Policewoman Renee 
Montoya 

To: Commissioner James Gordon 


Officer Delaware and myself were on 
compound duty at Gotham City Central 
Courts when the police personnel 
Carrier arrived at 4:02am. High risk 
prisoners are routinely transported 
before sunrise, and the man due for 
trial that morning certainly falls in 
that category. 

It shocks many on the force, myself 
included, to recall that Two-Face was 
once the city's respected District 

Attorney, Harvey Dent. But for the 
explosion which badly scarred his 
face and warped his mind, turning 
him to crime, he would have been the 
scourge of the underworld, not one 
of its leading figures. 

Dent's transfer to the carrier at 

Arkham Asylum had been overseen by 

the Batman. He had'phoned when the 
vehicle left, to say it had gone better 
than he had expected. 

The carrier's driver, an honest, 
highly-trusted civilian named Marvin 
Quist, signalled to us that all 
had gone well with the journey. 

As a consequence, Officer 
Delaware and myself 
expected no problems 
when we opened the 
carrier's outer door. 
There was a problem, 
however - Two-Face was no 
longer inside. 


The alarm 
was raised 
immediately. 
Quist insisted that 


nothing unusual had 
happened on the drive, 
except for a slight 
delay at some downtown 
road-works. The night 
crew there had stopped 
him while some equipment 
was moved clear. Quist's 
reputation convinced us 
that he was telling the 
truth. 

We were forming the 
opinion that Dent must have 
been sprung from the carrier at 
the road-works when the Batman 
thundered into the compound astride 
the Batcycle. He had clearly broken 
every Gotham City speed limit to have 
arrived so quickly. Charges, I 
suspect, will not be brought, however. 

While we informed him that Dent had 
somehow vanished from the vehicle, the 
Batman circled the carrier. Then he 
pounced. He gripped Quist, pulled him 
to the ground and pinned him to a wall. 
"Where's Dent?" he growled, in a voice 
heavy with menace. 

I protested strongly at the masked 
vigilante's rough treatment of a man I 
believed to be innocent and 
trustworthy. 

"The carrier I put Dent in 
had faint scratches on its rear 
fender," The Batman replied. 

"The carrier this man was 
ariving doesn't."He 
tightened his grip on 
Quist. 

I was about to 
demand that the Batman 
release Quist, when the 
driver cracked. 


"Alright," he gasped. "I'm not 
Marvin! Please - put me down, and I'1l 
talk." 

The Batman's hold scarcely 
slackened. Fearfully, the man revealed 
that he was Morton Quist, Marvin's 
crooked, identical twin brother. 
Recently, Marvin had let slip the route 
he would be taking to drive Dent to Ge 
court. Looking for a big pay-off, 
Morton approached Dent's gang and an 
ambush plan was hatched. © 

Marvin's carrier was hijacked and 
taken to Nick's, an underworld garage, 6S 
where a second carrier was waiting. 

The number-plates were switched, then 
Morton, pretending to be his honest 
brother, drove the second vehicle to 
the courts. Dent was still in the first 
Carrier at Nick's, where the gang was 
trying to free him. 

"Typical of Two-Face's split 
personality to use a double," the 
Batman remarked, as he ran to his 
Batcycle. I asked him to wait while I 
obtained a squad car. No doubt he’11 
claim he didn't hear me as he roared 
away on his machine. 

Within minutes I was in a squad 
car racing to Nick's garage, which is 
below street level. It is reached via a 
slip-road off Boulevard Street, guarded 


by a barrier. 
At the entrance, the barrier arm © 
lay in pieces on the tarmac - 
it wasn't hard to guess who @ 
had driven through it. I 
drove onto the slip-road, & 
which spiralled downwards until 
it opened out at the main garage 
area. Stepping out of the car, Ir 
counted eight men, all confirmed 
later to be members of Dent's 
gang, lying unconscious across 
work benches, car-bonnets and 
Piles of tyres. 


The real Marvin Quist was sitting 
on a bench. Several short lengths of 
rope, which had obviously just been cut 
to free him, lay by his feet. He looked 
unharmed, if a little shaky. 

The Batman was at the rear of the 
original personnel carrier, shutting 
its outer door. As it closed, I 
glimpsed a snarling, furious Dent 
within, still locked in the internal 
cage. 

"His gang was using a thermal lance 
to cut Two-Face free. I managed to stop 
them in time," the Batman informed me. 
I looked around at the bruised, 
unconscious henchmen scattered around 
the garage. 

The Batman then mounted his 
Batcycle and left at a speed which 
bordered on the reckless. I called 
for back-up, and Dent was finally 
delivered to the courts shortly after 
seven am. 

In closing this report, it is 
clear to me that without the 
Batman's intervention, Dent would 
have escaped. Yet in preventing 
that crime, he broke many of the 
City's laws himself. 

Does this make him a 
criminal too? 
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Report Ends 


IMA | _ WRITING 


Batman is writing his report about 
WORKBOOK the events in the “Bat Trap” story. 
Write your own report on what 
happened on the Batcomputer 
screen. 
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’ HIDDEN SENTENCE 


Cross out all the 'HAHA's in this sentence to discover what 
the Joker is saying. 
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BHAHAATHAHA 
MHAHAAHAHANHAHAWHA 
HAIHAHALHAHALHAHAGEHA 
HATHAHAAHAHABHAHALHAH 
AASHAHATHAHAOUHAHATHA 
HAOHAHAFMHAHAYHAHANHA 
HAEHAHAXHAHATHAHA 
TRHAHAIHAHA 
CHAHAK! 
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Write down the Joker's sentence here: A 
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Batman is going to rescue 
Robin, who has been tied up 
by one of their arch-enemies. 
By following the correct route, 
you will spell the name of who 
did it. 


SZ) MUMMIES 


These pictures have been taken from the “Bat Trap” story. Put them 
» in the correct order (1-6) and write the letter from each picture in the {3g 
boxes below to find a word used in the story. ; 
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How many words can you make from the long words listed below? 
Write your words on the lines provided. Some examples have been 


done for you already. 
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All the words in the list below can be 
found in this wordsearch. They are 
written diagonally, downwards and 
across. Draw around each word 
when you have found it and then 
fick it off the list. 
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There are four pairs of Joker dummies below. Join eac! Cre 
lines. The one which is left is the real Joker. When you have found the 7 
real Joker, draw a cirele around him. 
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thar City is a nightmare. Crime stalks ts 
sureets Tike a wild beast, and many ordi- 
nary eilizens live in fear. The police do 
Uheir best, but nthe most dangerons city on eardt 
even they need help. 

That help canve in the form vigilante; a hero, 
afraid of nothing and no one. In true Golan style 
lis greatest defender was toga from a-might of vio 
Jence and pain 

‘Bruce Wayne was only eight years ld when boll 
bis parents were shot, Killed before his eves by 
smagger, As @ storm raged. Bruce: Imelt at their 
graves and matle a griefatvicken vow. Ie swore 
tat he would devote his life Wo Ring crime. And 
he mace one ollie vow" He wold never kil. Hav 
ing watched his own parents di, he Imew no one 
has the right to take another's life» Brom that 
ioment on he dedlicaled hunself to learning the 
sills he would une day need, 

Bruce grev up at Wayne Mansion, cared for only 
boy his father's loyal butler, Alfred Penny wort, and 
Dr. Lesie Thompkins, an old family frend. ‘They 
worried about Bruce, 
who spent his ume 
alone, reading or explor- 

‘ng the vast boiling ad 
ls grounds 

Through his teenage 
‘years, Bruce remained a 
boy spar A. brilliant 
scholar and world-class 
athlete, he exasperated 
lis teachers by shovving 
fo interest in weadeunie 
dlory, and even Tess in 
ganized spor 

‘When he inherited the 
family fortune at age 
eighteen, race began to 
travel He studied foren 
sie detection in. Paris, 
fand criminal bebuvior i 
London. In Aftioa he 
Jeamed how (0 lack 
‘anything, and in Asia he 
eared martial acts from 
Uke world’s masters 

After five years, Bruce 

nought he was: ready. 
Bris frat nigh asa erime Fighter was a disaster. 
‘The crooks he ahallenged weren't afraid, and they 
dida’t surrender. He defeated the criminals but 
almost los his life. 

Bruce was in despair. He sar in the dimly it 
library, lost in bitter thonghts of flure. Suddenly 
the window was stashed -and into the room flew 


a huge bat Tt fierce eyes shone red, and its fangs 
‘were bared. For a aoment, Brace was Lerrified. 
sand len evalized he had the answer 

Take the fearsome bt, race Wayne would 
become a featire of the nighl, a predator who 
would prey omrizinals 

tn tha instant the Batman was born. 

“aikng only tse eusied Alfed into his eonbidence, 
mee designed the perfect costume, A deep cavern 
Denemth the House discovered on one of Bruce's 
Doyhoad expeditions, became the Rateave. ‘The 
‘Wayne millions helped provide a forensics labora 
tory, supercomputers, and die Batmobile. He per- 
fected the tools of his Trade—the Batarany, the 
Batgrapple, andthe ulleastcong Paine. Bach 
pouch on his Ublte Bele wonld hold a different 
‘rime Lghiing ad 

‘One day, aller hoodlums killed the parents of 
ccnage acrohat Dick Graysoa, Bruce Wayne took 
the hay under his wing. When Broce revealed his 
seerel identity th Dick, the leeaager soon became 
Batman's puriaer. He adopted the name Robin anu 

‘quickly cammed his place 
* Barman's side 
‘Early oa, Batman helped 
four lames Gordon 
Golbwin's toughest and 
most honest cop. Whe 
Jian was eventually prom 
Inoted fo Police Comms 
sioner, he installed a 
searchlight on lhe rvot of 
Police Meadquarters. When 
danger threatens, i casts 
the Lu-Signal high int 
‘tho might skies. 
Vlas lke the Joker, 
Two-Face, Catwoman, 
the Riddler, Seareerow, 
the Penguin, and Poison 
ey ttave clashed with 
Farman many des. Ye 
only one has managed to 
‘brea him —the evil Ban 
wht severely injured Bar 
man and took over the 
Gotha underwort. 
‘Bor Batman waa Sin 
shed. The ety needed its 
Dark Knight move than ever. For many months 
LBruce toiled on a punishing plysical and mental 
program tha brought hum back to peak Suess 

‘Aller an epic battle that spanned the city, Rane 
was finally defeated. And high above Une exime- 
Fidden stceets, the Barman continues to guard the 
Gotham night 
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| THe GREATEST DETECTIVE 
We Wore. 


28 


strip stories with Batman to read, 
including "Hunt the Batman’ in which 
Batman finds himseff wanted by the 
police. 

‘Superman will also appear in 
his own comic-sitip story, “The 
Mechanical Monsters”. You will 
read how Jimmy Olsen, a young 
photographer for the Metropolis 
Daily Planet and Superman's friend, 
gets himself and Superman into a bit 
of a fight squeeze. 


You will also be able fo cut out 
and keep a great double-page 
poster of Superman along with a 
Hero File for you to add fo your 
Batman Hero File from this issue of 
I Love to Read Batman. And of 
course there will be yet another 8 
page pull-out workbook for you 


You will have a chance fo win a 


iman & Robin Mega Ga 


from SEGA! Another great reason to buy the next issue of 
I Love to Read Batman. 


{WHO'S WHO ON Tie DUL-OUTDOSTER 
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Along with more Batman stories, 
read about Wonder Woman's 
exciting adventure ‘Truth or Dare’ in 
the third issue of I Love to Read 
Batman, plus much, much more. 


THIS TimE yOu 


